Tu B’shevat – The New Year for Trees.
Key verses to read: Genesis 2:9. Deuteronomy 20:19. Psalm 1:3. Isaiah 55:12. Jeremiah 17:7-8.

The Physical Tree and the Spiritual Tree
Trees develop as they grow - Just as we do in our Lord Yeshua, the Anointed One.
“……but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Yeshua/Jesus the
Messiah. To Him be the glory both now and forever. Amen.” 2 Peter 3:18.
Trees acquire scars - Just as we do along the way.
“But may the God of all grace, who called us to His eternal glory by Messiah Yeshua,
after you have suffered a while, perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle you.” 1 Peter 5:10.
Trees need water - We need the Water of the Word to wash us clean “ …that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word,”
Ephesians 5:26.
“….not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He
saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit, whom
He poured out on us abundantly through Yeshua/Jesus the Messiah our Saviour,”
Titus 3:5-6.
Trees bend in the winds - We bend the knee in prayer re: the storms of life “….pray without ceasing.” 1 Thessalonians 5:17.
“And there will be a tabernacle for shade in the daytime from the heat, for a place of refuge,
and for a shelter from storm and rain.” Isaiah 4:6.
Trees have:
a) A Root System - Yeshua, Avraham, Yit’zak, Ya’aqov.
b) Trunk, Branches and Leaves - Israel and the Commonwealth of Israel known as the
Church or The House of God.
c) Fruit and Seeds - The fruit of Holiness of Life and the seeds of The Gospel (The
Good News of Redemption)
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Being Like A Tree
A Midrash on Psalm 1
THE REMEZ (a picture) - Verse 1a and 3. (6 Points – the Number of Man)
‘Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, for he shall be like a tree
planted by the rivers of water, that brings forth its fruit in its season. Whose leaf also shall
not wither and whatever he does shall prosper.’
1) Prominence – ‘like a tree’
2) Permanence – ‘planted’
3) Position – ‘by the rivers’
4) Productivity – ‘fruit in its season’
5) Perpetuity – ‘leaf shall not wither’
6) Prosperity – ‘whatever he does shall prosper’
When we walk with Elohim then His blessings shall be upon us spiritually, mentally,
physically, morally, socially and financially.

The Lessons of Life from 3 Trees in the Holy Bible
The P’shat (the literal simple meaning of life).
1) The Tree of Concealment – In Gan Eden.
(The first man of the earth and from the earth)
Adam a man hiding behind a Tree (a type of each of us)
a) His Fall – “I heard Thy voice”
b) His Fear – “I was afraid”
c) His Folly – “I hid myself”
Bereshith 3:8.
We all fall short of Elohim’s standards and the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom
(Proverbs 9:10) for us, for nothing is hid from His sight. The common denominator for us
all is that we shall face death but those who obey God and His Messiah Yeshua will live
again at the resurrection unto eternal life with Him.
The unrighteous will be judged and cast away into outer darkness.
2) The Tree of Commitment – Yirmeyahu (Jeremiah) – God appoints.
(The Weeping Prophet but a man of faith)
‘Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord and whose hope is in the Lord. for he shall be
like a tree planted by the waters’ Yirmeyahu 17:7-8a.
When we trust and obey we shall be blessed of the Lord God in this life and the one to
come. Jeremiah wept for the sins of Judah as they rejected the Word of the Lord and
judgment fell from Elohim as prophesied.
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3) The Tree of Cursing and Consecration – Yeshua the Messiah (Yeshua means salvation)
Galatians 3:13. Messiah redeemed us from the curse of the Law by becoming a curse for
us, for it is written: “Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree” – Devarim (Deut) 21:23.
Mattiyahu 27:33, 35. And when they had come to a place called Golgotha, that is to say,
Place of a Skull. Then they crucified Him (Yeshua/Jesus)
Philippians 2:1, 5-11. 1Therefore, if there is any consolation in Messiah, if any comfort of
love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy. 5Let this mind be in you
which was also in Messiah Yeshua, 6 who, being in the form of God, did not consider it
robbery to be equal with God (echad – as one), 7 but made Himself of no reputation, taking
the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in
appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to death, even the death
of the Cross (a tree). 9 Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name
which is above every name, 10 that at the name of Yeshua every knee should bow, of those
in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, 11 and that every tongue
should confess that Yeshua HaMashiach is Adonai (Lord), to the glory of God the Father.
The Hebrew Scriptures teach of the Messiah who would come, die and resurrect (see Psalm
22:12-18, Psalm 69:20-21, Isaiah 53:1-12) all fulfilled by Yeshua HaMashiach in the four
accounts of the Gospel (the Good News of Redemption). Yeshua promised He would come
again to rescue Israel at the end of the age, and to resurrect the dead unto eternal life but
we are to be like the trees spoken of that teach us deep spiritual truths. We must place our
trust in Yeshua (Jesus), God’s only way of salvation for Jew and Gentile. Amein.

The True Vine (the words, teachings and claims of Yeshua - John 15:1 to 16:4)
“I AM the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in Me that does not
bear fruit He takes away;[a] and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear
more fruit. 3 You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you.
4 Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the
vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me.
5 “I AM the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much
fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out
as a branch and is withered; and they gather them and throw them into the fire, and they
are burned. 7 If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire,
and it shall be done for you. 8 By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so
you will be My disciples.
Love and Joy Perfected
9 “As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love. 10 If you keep My
commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father’s
commandments and abide in His love.
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11 “These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and that your joy
may be full. 12 This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.
13 Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends. 14 You are
My friends if you do whatever I command you. 15 No longer do I call you servants, for a
servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all things
that I heard from My Father I have made known to you. 16 You did not choose Me, but I
chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should
remain, that whatever you ask the Father in My name He may give you. 17 These things I
command you, that you love one another.
The World’s Hatred
18 “If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hated you. 19 If you were of
the world, the world would love its own. Yet because you are not of the world, but I chose
you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. 20 Remember the word that I said to
you, ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted Me, they will also
persecute you. If they kept My word, they will keep yours also. 21 But all these things they
will do to you for My name’s sake, because they do not know Him who sent Me. 22 If I had
not come and spoken to them, they would have no sin, but now they have no excuse for
their sin. 23 He who hates Me hates My Father also. 24 If I had not done among them the
works which no one else did, they would have no sin; but now they have seen and also
hated both Me and My Father. 25 But this happened that the word might be fulfilled
which is written in their law, ‘They hated Me without a cause.’ (cf Psalm 69:4)
The Coming Rejection
26 “But when the Helper comes, whom I shall send to you from the Father, the Spirit of
truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify of Me. 27 And you also will bear
witness, because you have been with Me from the beginning.
1 These things I have spoken to you, that you should not be made to stumble. 2 They will
put you out of the synagogues; yes, the time is coming that whoever kills you will think that
he offers God service. 3 And these things they will do to you because they have not known
the Father nor Me. 4 But these things I have told you, that when the time comes, you may
remember that I told you of them.
John 3:3 Yeshua answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”
John 14:6 Yeshua said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through Me.”
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